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Editorial

Dear readers,
Interclean Amsterdam is the fi rst cleaning trade fair to be held after an 
absence of 3 years. As a member of the Innovation Award jury, I have noticed 
that the number of new products submitted has decreased from over 100 
to 78. From this you can see that investments in research and development 
in the cleaning industry have decreased by about one third. When compa-
nies are no longer able to present their products live, investments are held 
back. We would like to look optimistically into the future and hope to see the 
industry again in Amsterdam in May. I am sure it will be worth a visit – and 47 
innovations will be presented there. You are allowed to ask questions about 
them and can even touch the products

In this issue, you will fi nd a report on a trip that took me to a mission 
station in Uganda in June 2021, more information and photos are available, 
from page 18.

At the beginning of this year, Knittler Medien GmbH reorganised itself. Within 
this context, it modernised the company appearance and the trade journals‘ 
layout. Read a report on this on page 6.

Starting on page 12, we present the 12 nominees in the 4 categories of the 
Amsterdam Innovation Awards, selected by an expert jury from 78 entries.

I would also like to mention the ISSA Pulire Forum, which will take place in 
Milan on 18 and 19 October 2022. At this international congress, all aspects 
of the professional cleaning and integrated services sector will be discussed.

From 16 to 18 November 2022, a trade fair for the professional cleaning and 
hygiene industry will be held in Nigeria for the fi rst time. At the ISSA Pulire 
African Clean in Lagos, Knittler Medien GmbH will present its new „African 
Cleaning World“ publication.

More information about this project will be available at Interclean in Amster-
dam. Visit us in hall 1, Booth 144.

As always, I wish you a pleasant read!

Reinhard Knittler 
Publisher and Editor in Chief
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Renewing everything for the major anniversary: 
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Our trade magazine claims to think „outside 
the box“ from time to time. The publisher of 
Cleaning World, Reinhard Knittler, was a guest 
in the „Vision for Africa“ missionary society in 
Uganda. The founder‘s name is Maria Prean, 
and she is 82 years young, a lady  full of energy.

» Read more on page 18

The ISSA Pulire 2021 was one of the first inter-
national exhibitions for the professional cleaning in-
dustry after the start of the Covid-19 pandemic and 
hosted a complete range of machinery, chemical 
products, equipment for professional cleaning and 
hygiene in indoor and outdoor spaces.

» Read more on page 24



Renewing everything for the major anniversary: With the 
10th anniversary of our ReinigungsMarkt magazine, we 
have prepared our corporate structure and the appearance 
of our publishing house, preparing it for the future.

Since August 2021, we have also had Knittler Medien 
Schweiz, which is based in Emmetten on Lake Lucerne. 
We are becoming more international. Knittler Medien 
Schweiz is responsible for marketing and advertising sales 
as well as for the non-German-language editions. Knittler 
Medien GmbH‘s headquarters remain in Egenhausen in the 
northern Black Forest. The editorial, graphic and adminis-
trative departments work in our publishing house. Our staff 
structure remains unchanged.

Relaunch of Knittler Medien GmbH
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Gewinn

Ehrlichkeit

Kundenorientiert

Werte
der Marke Knittler Medien Schweiz

Knittler Medien informs you.

Please go to www.knittler.de for further information

About the best of two worlds.
Ergonomics need Cleaning and Hygiene.
And vice versa.

Subscribe to our ReinigungsMarkt.

Knittler Medien informs you.

Please go to www.knittler.de for further information

About the best of two worlds.
Ergonomics need Cleaning and Hygiene.
And vice versa.

Subscribe to our ReinigungsMarkt.

Daniel and Reinhard Knittler (from the left) presenting the strategy and brand workshops‘ results. 
Photo: BERGWERK

The Knittler values tree

From the left: Hans-Peter Brendel, Reinhard and Daniel Knittler. 
Photo: BERGWERK

There were several reasons necessitating the relaunch, 
which we realised with Hans-Peter Brendel and his Berg-
werk Strategie und Marke agency. On the one hand, a new 
generation moved into company management. On the  other, 
 we had to create the required structures for our path of 
 internationalisation. Last but not least, our digitalisation 
strategy called for new ways of networking and coopera-
tion. Daniel Knittler had met Hans-Peter Brendel at an event 
organised by the company Harema GmbH.

Our publishing house is repositioning itself
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Hans-Peter Brendel (BERGWERK) presenting the new brand presence to our team. Photo: BERGWERK

Daniel Knittler presenting the values and targets in Egenhausen. 
Photo: BERGWERK

First impression of the new offi ce equipment. Photo: BERGWERK

Creating our tomorrow today
With the motto of „Knittler 2027 – unser Weg“ (Knittler 
2027 - Our Path), we launched the strategy process with 
a workshop hosted at Lake Lucerne in Switzerland. We 
 asked ourselves key questions such as „Where do we come 
from?“, „What makes us different?“ and „How do we want 
to be seen and communicate in the future?“. In light of the 
 generational change, it was important to take into account 
the views of the founder – Reinhard Knittler – and those of 
his successor – Daniel Knittler. Therefore, both separately 
 defi ned the corporate values relevant to them.

These values were then brought together and prioritised in 
a discussion, before being put into a structure that formed 
the basis for the Knittler values tree. This ultimately gave 
 resulted in the Knittler DNA: The CleaningMarket represents 
the concept of cleanliness, and the ErgonomicsMarket 
re presents health. Both terms represent sustainability.

Based on these values, the brand image was then revised 
by the Bergwerk agency. The new Knittler Medien Schweiz 
logo takes account of internationalisation and conveys reli-
ability, trust and consistency. Our advertising customers 
will be able to use this international orientation for their 
markets. Initial reactions have been very positive.

In the spirit of a consistent appearance of our products 
across all media, our digital offering has been visually 
 revised. We have used the corporate brand and the product 
brands‘ power to ensure the greatest possible consistency 
and clarity across all media types. 

Reinhard Knittler is pleased with the results: „I am proud of 
the entire team. We have a team that is excellently prepared 
for the future.“

Knittler Medien informs you.

About the best of two worlds.
Cleaning and Hygiene need Ergonomics.
And vice versa.

Please go to www.knittler.de for further informationSubscribe to our ErgonomieMarkt.
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Wir sind international

Russisch
12 Ausgaben

Chinesisch
6 Ausgaben

Englisch
14 Ausgaben

Italienisch
6 Ausgaben

Französisch
3 Ausgaben

Polnisch
3 Ausgaben

Türkisch
2 Ausgaben

Russisch
12 Ausgaben

🇷🇷🇷🇷🇷🇷🇷🇷🇷🇷🇷🇷🇷🇷🇷🇷🇷🇷🇷🇷🇷🇷🇷🇷
Chinesisch
6 Ausgaben

🇨🇨🇨🇨🇨🇨🇨🇨🇨🇨🇨🇨🇨🇨🇨🇨🇨🇨🇨🇨🇨🇨🇨🇨
Englisch

14 Ausgaben

🇬🇬🇬🇬🇬🇬🇬🇬🇬🇬🇬🇬🇬🇬🇬🇬🇬🇬🇬🇬🇬🇬🇬🇬
Italienisch

6 Ausgaben

🇮🇮🇮🇮🇮🇮🇮🇮🇮🇮🇮🇮🇮🇮🇮🇮🇮🇮🇮🇮🇮🇮🇮🇮
Französisch
3 Ausgaben

🇫🇫🇫🇫🇫🇫🇫🇫🇫🇫🇫🇫🇫🇫🇫🇫
Polnisch

3 Ausgaben

🇵🇵🇵🇵🇵🇵🇵🇵🇵🇵🇵🇵🇵🇵🇵🇵🇵🇵🇵🇵🇵🇵🇵🇵
Türkisch

2 Ausgaben

🇹🇹🇹🇹🇹🇹🇹🇹🇹🇹🇹🇹🇹🇹🇹🇹

Geplant für 2022: Herausgabe der African Cleaning World

und haben noch mehr vor …

Knittler Medien informs you.

About the best of two worlds.
Cleaning and Hygiene need Ergonomics.
And vice versa.

Please go to www.knittler.de for further informationSubscribe to our ErgonomieMarkt.

We are international
and still have more in mind...

Planned for 2022: publication of the African Cleaning World

English
14 issues

Russian
12 issues

Chinese
6 issues

Italian
6 issues

Turkish
2 issues

French
3 issues

Polish
3 issues

On our own behalf



The globally-active company, Miele, is providing clear sig-
nals for sustainable growth: Here, for instance, in the 2021 
business year, the Miele Group generated worldwide sales 
of EUR 4.84 billion, 7.5% more than in the previous year. At 
the end of the year, worldwide, 21,921 people were working 
for the family-owned group, 977 more than a year earlier. In 
Germany, the workforce has also grown. The Professional 
business unit generated 6.2 per cent more turnover than in 
the previous year – and with its laundry technology, profes-
sional dish-washing and medical and laboratory technology 
product areas, its contribution to the total turnover was 
about 14 per cent. Here, Corona did not lead to any special 
boom. However, after a longer lean period, clear recovery 
effects can be seen, for instance in hotels, restaurants and 
care facilities. Positive impulses came from the new Miele 
Air Control mobile air purifier in particular, as well as from 
the laboratory sector and from laundry technology – where 
small commercial machines („Little Giants“) and the new 
range of „The New Benchmark Machines“ appliances set 
clear priorities.

Miele & Cie. KG Vertriebsgesellschaft 
Deutschland
33325 Gütersloh/Germany
Tel.: 0 800 / 224 46 44

Bauma will be postponed to autumn 2022. This is the out-
come of numerous discussions between Messe München 
and top industry representatives, as well as the advisory 
board. The new date will be from 24 to 30 October 2022. In 
light of the particularly long planning lead times for exhibi-
tors and organisers at the world‘s largest trade fair, the deci-
sion had to be taken now. This offers exhibitors and visitors 
planning security with regard to their preparations for the 
coming Bauma. Originally, Bauma was scheduled to take 
place from 4 to 10 April 2022. Despite the pandemic, the 
industry‘s response was extremely strong and the booking 
situation really good. Nevertheless, in numerous discus-
sions with customers, it be-
came clear that, due to the 
global pandemic, the date 
in April was fraught with too 
many uncertainties.

Messe München GmbH
81823 Munich/Germany
Tel.: +49 (0) 89 / 94 92 07 20

After successful market launch in Germany of our innova-
tive floor cleaning machine, the Allcleaner, we want to ex-
pand our export business.

„Our goal is to make the Allcleaner accessible to the whole 
world “, said Horst Reschka - sole shareholder executive di-
rector, who is looking for sales distribution partners world-
wide who recognize the potential of the Allcleaner and want 
to embark on the path to the future together with Allclean 
Reinigungs- & Umwelttechnik GmbH.

Our claim of high quality 
through development and 
production in Germany will 
help us to market the best 
cleaning machine in the 
world. Be part of us.

Allclean Reinigungs- und 
Umwelt-Technik GmbH
04288 Leipzig/Germany
Tel.: +49 (0) 34 29760 96 10 
www.allcleaner.de

In light of the current pandemic, Europe‘s largest outdoor 
exhibition of the green sector has to take an unwanted 
break. „Considering the uncertain situation, we have reluc-
tantly decided not to host Demopark 2021,“ Dr Bernd Scherer, 
Demopark, trade fair director and managing director of the 
VDMA Agricultural Machinery Industry Association, ex-
plained the decision, which the trade fair advisory board 
unanimously took. 

This decision was „currently without any alternative, as the 
protection of visitors and exhibitors is our highest goal.“ 
Therefore, Bernd Scherer is now already looking forward to 
the early summer of 2023, and to be precise, the 18th to the 
20th of June. Until then, the special Demopark trade fair ex-
perience should finally, quite literally, be within one‘s grasp 
once again. „Our team will ensure that we can experience 
an exciting restart. More importantly, though, we will enjoy 
a vibrant innovation show as we know and have come to 
appreciate,“ Scherer sums up.

VDMA Landtechnik
60528 Frankfurt am Main/Germany
Tel.: + 49 (0) 69 / 66 03 18 92

Innovation from Leipzig accessible 
to the whole world

Bauma only in autumn 2022The next Demopark will 
take place in 2023

Miele Group generates a sales 
increase of 7.5 per cent

View of Bauma in 2019. 
Photo: Munich Trade Fair

Quality „Made in Germany“: the 
Allcleaner. Photo: Allclean

News
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In 2021, Kärcher exceeded the turnover threshold of three 
billion euro within one business year for the fi rst time in the 
company‘s history. With a total turnover of €3.092 billion, 
the cleaning specialist has been able to break last year‘s 
record by 13.6 %. This success is evenly distributed across all 
regions and product groups. Adjusted for currency, Kärcher 
grew by a full 25 % during the two years that have been  
shaped by the Covid-19 pandemic.

„Kärcher saw extra-
ordinary growth 
in 2021 – a year 
that could hardly 
have been more 
challenging. In 
2021, we invested 
€125 million in our 
sites, our systems 
and, above all, 
our staff – always 
with customer be-
nefi ts in mind. In 
this way, we are 
shaping Kärcher‘s 
future and laying 
the foundations for 
continued com-
mercial success. 
We made great 
progress over the 
past year, having 
grown signifi cant-
ly more strongly 
than the cleaning 
market.“ The num-
ber of employees 
has also increa-
sed signifi cantly 
over the past year 
thanks to over 900 
new additions; 
14,000 members 
of staff now work 
for the family-
owned company 
in 150 businesses 
and 78 countries. 

In the second year 
of the Covid-19 
pandemic, de-
mand for devices 
for professional 
use increased sub-
stantially. resto-
ring the strategic 

balance between the two Kärcher business units. Globally, 
investments in machinery – from vacuum cleaners to steam 
cleaners and fl oor cleaning machines – rose in industry and 
the hospitality sector, in particular.

Alfred Kärcher SE & Co. KG
71349 Winnenden/Germany
Tel. +49 (0) 71 95 / 14 – 0

Kärcher turns over three billion 
Euro for the fi rst time

News
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The winners of the Amsterdam Innovation Awards 2018. Photo: RAI Amsterdam

Amsterdam Innovation Awards 2022 

12 nominees in four categories  
have been selected 
From cloths made from plastic bottles collected from coasts, beaches, seas and rivers to eco-friendly cleaning robots 
or a spray bottle that turns tap water into aqueous ozone, which is a powerful, natural sanitizer. An independent jury 
selected the 12 nominees for Interclean‘s Amsterdam Innovation Award from 78 submissions in 4 categories. You can 
vote for the Visitors‘ Choice on the Interclean Amsterdam website from the beginning of April onwards. The category 
winners and the overall winner of the Amsterdam Innovation Award are to be announced on 10 May, which is the first 
day of the Interclean Amsterdam exhibition.

The first edition of the Amsterdam Innovation Award (AIA), 
which includes new, thematic categories, attracted 78 sub-
missions. The majority were for the Sustainability & Environ-
ment and Workforce & Ergonomics categories.

Robert Stelling (Director Interclean Global Events) had the 
following to say about the submissions. „It is fantastic to 
see that the industry has continued to innovate during the  
pandemic, has taken on such an important role and has  
demonstrated the important impact that cleaning has on 
a healthy and safe working and living environment. I am 
look ing forward to the industry coming together again and 
to helping them present their innovations to the market. 
The spotlight will, of course, also be shone on all the AIA  
nominees.“ 

Michelle Marshall (AIA jury president) adds: “So many 
of the products we have seen have been designed with  
sustainability in mind and we particularly noticed an  
increased awareness around the use of plastics – where  
they are sourced, how they have been produced and how 
they fit into the circular economy. We must also men-
tion ‚smart‘ solutions of course, as there are now so 
many innovations incorporating digital technology in all 
its forms, and we saw interesting developments there. 
In any cleaning operation however, people will continue 
to play a vital role so we were pleased to see the conti-
nuing development of more ergonomic, user-friendly  
manual tools that make the everyday cleaning jobs more  
manageable.” 

CleaningWorld12
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The Ecodos Dosage Bottle is made of 
100% recycled plastic from our Recycle 
Factory, world’s 1st closed recycling of 
plastic packaging in the cleaning indus-
try. Special dosage caps take care of the 
correct use of our super concentrated 
cleaning agents. Logistical impact is 
reduced due to clever design of the 
bottles to fit smaller boxes. With a pa-
tented design it is unique in the world.

Maya Professional Tools, Eversea 
Multipurpose Cloth are made of 70% 
recycled cotton and 30% seaqual yarn. 
SY is made by processing PET from 
plastic bottles collected from coasts, 
beaches, seas  and rivers. Eversea pro-
ducts are made of upcycled marine 
plastic. Designed for use on any type 
of surface, it retains dust particles and 
does not spread them.

Tork Biobased Heavy-Duty Cleaning 
Cloth supports to handle both light- and 
heavy-duty cleaning tasks with ease. 
Thanks to their highly durable design, 
they can be used for longer, cutting 
costs and consumption. These cleaning 
cloths help to lower the consumption 
of fossil based materials in industry 
and foodservice, while improving the 
cleaning processed efficiency.

Category: Sustainability & Environment

Categories
Interclean Amsterdam is introducing a new set of categories 
for the Amsterdam Innovation Award, replacing the existing 
4 product-focused categories. The new categories will focus 
on the impact on the industry the innovative products and 
solutions entered have.

Sustainability & environment
For those innovations that focus on corporate social responsi-
bility, sustainability and/or environmentally friendly improve-
ments, like reducing waste, using biodegradable resources 
or products or solutions that decrease the ecological foot-
print of the product/solution or even the industry itself.

Smart Technologies & Digitalisation
Focussing on all the new digital and smart technologies ente-
ring the industry, from planning tools, automated and/or auto-
nomous cleaning, IoT, remote monitoring and management,
 software and everything in between.

Workforce & Ergonomics
For innovations that focus on improving the experience of 
the cleaner, make their work easier, safer and better. Think 
of training and education, ergonomic improvements or solu-
tions, but also innovations that focus on increasing efficiency 
or productivity can be entered in this category.

Hygiene & Health
Focussing on those products and solutions that increase 
(personal) hygiene and cleanliness for a more safe and 
healthy environment in a wide range of settings. It also 
includes the products that are developed to keep the appeal of 
premises 100%. 

The International Jury of the Amsterdam Innovation Award
Since 1996 the International Jury of the Amsterdam 
Innovation Award has been working to select and reward 
the best innovations in the cleaning industry. The Awards 
were given to the latest and most impressive products and 
systems, designed to encounter and facilitate customer‘s 
everyday lives.

The jury
• Michelle Marshall, Chief Editor European Cleaning 

Journal and jury president 
• Antonio Borreda, Chief Editor of Formacion de 

Seguridad Laboral
• Ronald Bruins, Chief Editor Servicemanagement 
• Pierre Deschamps, Chief Editor Batiment Entretien 
• Rob den Hertog, RAI Amsterdam/Interclean  
• Rob Geissler, Group Director, Commercial Cleaning 

Market at Trade Press
• Reinhard Knittler, Chief Editor and Publisher 

ReinigungsMarkt
• Chiara Merlini, Chief Editor of Cleaning Community

RAI Amsterdam
Interclean
1078 GZ Amsterdam/The Netherlands
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The towels Coreless Centre Pull Paper 
Towel von Alani are a real innovation. 
Customer will be able to control con-
sumption by up to 35 per cent, reduce 
waste by up to 40 per cent, and save 
storage and shipping costs by up to 
70 per cent. In addition, CO2 emission 
is reduced but most important the 
new tad technology is using less water 
in the production process.

The Aladin-System GT5 from Ar-co 
Chimica S.r.l. is the only system that 
allows to obtain a certain cost of 
cleaning. The Aladin systems are 
automatic detergent dispensers with 
controlled dispensing, with the aid of 
a software that previously allows the 
estimate of the consumption of deter-
gent necessary for the needs of the 
building site.

Enozo Pro offers a risk reducing alter-
native to all daily chemicals, deodo-
rizers & sanitizers. The spraybottle 
contains revolutionary and patented 
technology, an electrolytic cell that 
turns tap water into Aqueous Ozone 
(AO) – nature’s most powerful sanitizer. 
With a push on the trigger, A.O. is crea-
ted on-demand which is non-toxic, 
sustainable and eco-friendly.

Category: Health & Hygiene

Gaussian Scrubber 50 Pro is a versatile 
cleaning robot integrating scrubbing, 
damp- and dustmopping. It can 
autonomously charge and refill water 
supported by the workstation. The 
5 depth cameras grant the robot 360° 
visibility to work in very complex sce-
narios. Driven by its deep learning 
capacity, it patrols an area and cleans 
when contamination is detected.

Lionsbot introduces a new category 
of cleaning robots - the cleaner’s per-
sonal robot assistant. A robot that 
everyone can use everywhere. The 
R3 Scrub is an affordable necessity for 
each cleaner to clean small to medium 
spaces while they focus on customer 
service and disinfection. The R3 Scrub
is an autoscrubbing robot designed to 
be super easy to use.

The new Swep class is one of the 
most advanced cleaning system ever 
designed: Faster, more ergonomic, 
sustainable and now digital. Evisense
addresses key market insights by 
providing guidance and support to 
cleaning operators and the ability to 
evidence work done to clients and 
management. Easy to install, no training 
required.

Category: Smart Technologies & Digitalisation

The Arcora PU-Pad Light is with a envi-
ronmentally friendly pad with water-
drop perforation the perfect pad for 
the maintenance cleaning with all 
types of scrubber dryer machines. It 
achieves an area performance up to 
80,000 square meter and can be used 
on all water-resistant elastic coverings 
and hard floors. The pad is very robust 
and durable.

The BVL 5/1 Bp from Kärcher from 
Kärcher is the world ś first battery-
operated ergonomic backpack vacuum 
cleaner made of innovative and ultralight 
EPP material, which is extra robust and 
meets the highest Professional require-
ments when it comes to ergonomics 
and stability. The BVL 5/1 Bp convinces 
with an ergonomic frame from Deuter 
and its excellent mobility and flexibility.

Nexbot from RCM is an autonomous 
scrubber-drier made to clean efficiently 
large spaces. It reduces significantly 
the environmental impact of cleaning, 
in terms of reduction of water, deter-
gent and waste. Its performance, 
pushed by high speed, nonstop clean 
to drain and refill, running time over 
6 hours, AI designed routes, increase 
the profitability of cleaning.

Category: Workforce & Ergonomics

CleaningWorld14
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MIT

@ info@allclean.de 
+49 34297 / 609 610
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Since the 2018 show, a lot has changed. We see an increase 
in the rightful focus, respect and appreciation the cleaning 
and hygiene industries receive, alongside the continuing 
 rapid pace of innovation. When the exhibition opens its 
doors to attendees in May 2022, these major themes are 
 taking over the agenda.

Technologies that will drive the future of cleaning
Robotics isn’t a new segment for Interclean Amsterdam by 
any means, but the recent advances made by manufactu-
rers have been rapid and breath-taking. It’s an area of clean-
ing innovation that businesses really need to stay up-to-
date with if they don’t want to fall behind. 

Where automated cleaning machines were once an exciting 
but expensive solution, but with greater adoption across 
multiple industries, they are swiftly becoming a viable 

Leading cleaning-trade show returns 
with the best of innovation

Embracing the Future – Interclean Amsterdam 2022

Photo: Interclean Amsterdam

Following its remarkable success in 2018, Interclean Amsterdam finally returns 10 to 13 May 2022 to the Dutch capital 
in 2022 for another edition of the world’s most advanced cleaning and hygiene show. Attracting more than 35,000 pro-
fessionals from across 143 countries, the 2018 event was a truly international affair. The 2022 show will be no different, 
bringing the industry together to celebrate the best of cleaning innovation.

Interclean Amsterdam Preview

Interclean returns full of innovations that will shape the cleaning 
and hygiene industry for years. Photo: Interclean Amsterdam
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 option for many different commercial environments and in-
dustries. The Robot Arena will offer attendees not just the 
chance to see the latest robots in action, but to gain a prac-
tical, first-hand demonstration of what the new generation 
of robots can do for them.

Health and Hygiene
COVID-19 creates new challenges and requires new ways 
of working across industries and new higher demands will 
continue. While working arrangements continue to develop, 
and the competition for good hires increases, better work-
ing conditions that include healthy environments and the 
latest technology are an essential part of the new recruit-
ment landscape.

Ergonomic equipment, Cobotic partnerships and exo-
skeleton support equipment now feature alongside more 
traditional methods of cleaning as part of a modern clean-
ing employment model.

Software That’s Driving Operational Efficiency
Interclean Amsterdam 2016 saw the introduction of the 
 Management & Mobility pavilion, a section of the show 
dedicated to exhibitors developing software and apps that 
drive cleaning productivity. In the years since that show, 
Management & Mobility has become even more vital to 
providers, which is why the pavilion will be a prominent fea-
ture again.

The Healthcare Cleaning Forum returns
Also making its return to Interclean Amsterdam 2022 is the 
Healthcare Cleaning Forum. After its successful introduc-
tion in 2018, taking place on Thursday 12 May, the 2022 edi-
tion will continue important conversations around health-
care cleaning and infection prevention – organized together 
with top experts like Prof. Didier Pittet, Alexandra Peters, 
Prof. Martin Kiernan and Prof. Pierre Parneix.

Zero Waste Dome
The Zero Waste Dome is located at the Innovation Lab 
in hall 5. Here you will learn more about the crucial role of 
cleaners in waste management, by means of lectures and 

by presentations of expert companies in the field of waste 
separation. The program is developed in cooperation with 
the ZeroWasteFoundation. Maximum recycling requires 
pure ‚raw material‘ flows: each flow must be separated pure, 
kept pure and presented pure for collection and transport 
to the recycling industry. Cleaners play a crucial role in this: 
they are active throughout the company, from the office to 
the canteen, from the sanitary room to the stairwell, from 
the boardroom to the reception. As a result, in addition to 
the executive tasks, the cleaning services are also perfectly 
able to view waste separation with an analytical view and 
actively contribute to optimization and expansion, such as: 
supervision of sustainable solutions, data management 
and logistics, identification and registration of waste and 
raw materials collection as well as inspection and feedback.

Sustainability will sit at the heart of every segment
Returning to the show next year will be the Zero Waste 
Lab and Facility Inspiration Event. This will show delegates 
exactly how to improve their waste management practices 
for a greener, cleaner future.

With less than 10 years to avert climate catastrophe, clean-
ing providers are already working hard to adopt sustain-
able ways of working – from waste management to green 
clean ing. The Circular Economy, responsible products and 
 resource management will be common threads linking 
many of the innovations on display.

RAI Amsterdam
Interclean
1078 GZ Amsterdam/The Netherlands

Interclean Amsterdam Preview

The exhibitors expect great interest from cleaning industry  
professionals. Photo: RAI Interclean

Zero Waste: Cleaning staff will manage the logistics of  
environmentally relevant equipment. Photo: Pieter Magielsen



One very rarely has the opportunity to step away from this 
situation for a few days. I had this opportunity for a week 
from the 24th (Whit Monday) to the 31st of May. On behalf 
of a children‘s foundation, a small group of four men had the 
opportunity to travel to Uganda to get to know mission pro-
jects on the ground. These projects could then be supported 
by the foundation, and it could be ensured that the dona tions 
wouldgo into the right channels.

Actually, Uganda is not the country in Africa that first comes   
to mind when thinking of carefree travel. The security 
 warnings from the Foreign Office also don‘t make for very in-
viting reading. 

Our main destination was the „Vision for Africa“ missionary  
society. The founder‘s name is Maria Prean, and she is 82 
 years young. Here, you really can say young, because the 
resolute lady is simply full of energy and always keen to ex-
pand the existing activities. When we first met her, we were 
fascinated not only by her strong faith but also by her obvious 

willingness to welcome and get to know us strangers. I knew 
right away: You are looking at the Mother Theresa of Uganda. 

Visit to „Vision for Africa“ in Uganda

In Uganda, people‘s happiness
does not depend on money
Our trade magazine claims to think „outside the box“ from time to time, because life is not only about cleaning,   
hygiene and reporting on corona. After 15 months of living with the virus, many people are meanwhile feeling tired and 
frustrated. Economic life in many sectors is also still at rock bottom, which has had disastrous consequences for those 
impacted.

Maria Prean, the founder of „Vision for Africa“  
in conversation with Reinhard Knittler.

CleaningWorld18
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Mission for Africa was founded by Maria Prehn 18 years ago. 
To date, it has taken in more than 31,000 Ugandan orphans, 
educated them and equipped them with what they need to 
survive on their own. Meanwhile, many of them have married, 
started own handicraft businesses, have become teachers or 
nurses, or are working in the civil servant sector. 

Maria Prehn showed us a secondary school for 3,000 pupils 
from the age of 16. The pupils come to the boarding school 
following a selection process. On the lower floors are the 
classrooms, equipped with modern equipment. The stu-
dents‘ dormitories and common rooms are on the first floor. 
The teachers live across the street in small bungalows.

We received a very friendly welcome from the students. 
They sang beautiful songs to us as a welcome - and, of 
course, they really wanted a selfie with the „fat white man“. 
The living conditions in Uganda are far from what I could  

AGAPE CHRISTIAN CAMPUS in Mukono. School class at the AGAPE CHRISTIAN CAMPUS.

Secondary school of „Vision for Africa“.

School class in the secondary school. The prayer mountain at Lake Victoria.
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The little ones taking care of the little ones.

Sunset at Lake Victoria.

View of Lake Victoria from Prayer Mountain.

Guest hut at Prayer Mountain

imagine. No one has to starve there. The soil is so fertile that 
you can harvest three times a year. We saw a girls‘ dormi tory 
in a school and were very surprised that all 140 beds were 
double-occupied. There was simply not enough money to 
provide a bed for every girl. 

Almost all children taken in and cared for by the mission 
 organisation are orphans. One does asks oneself: Where 
do they all come from? Answer: Most of them are children 
of  parents who suffered from AIDS and have meanwhile 
passed away. The children really have no parents. That was 
unimagin able for me until then. In conclusion, may I say: For 
us men‘s group, the week was full of new, good experiences. 
We have been richly blessed, especially with a new zest for 
life. The simple but contagious faith of the children and their 
carers is impressive.

After a week in Uganda, I have a slightly different view of 
what can be important in life. I know now that we here in 
 Europe have every reason to be grateful and to remember 
that happiness is not dependent on money.

Reinhard Knittler

www.visionforafrica.org 
www.agapeschooluganda.or
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Prior to the actual cleaning, an inventory must be made: 
First, service providers have to clarify the size of the system,  
access options and potential hazards. Is it possible for  
several employees to safely access the system? Do the solar  
installations on roofs require a lifting platform, or can 
work be done from the ground? Most of the time, the solar  

modules‘ surfaces are cleaned with water. The solar cells 
and their connections are produced by the manufacturers in 
a weather-protected manner. This way, water can normally 
be used, without requiring any further protective measures.  
However, attention has to be paid when it comes to the 
connection and distribution boxes as well as plug connec-

Radiant cleanliness for  
greater efficiency

Cleaning solar systems properly

The cleaning industry has discovered solar cleaning as an increasingly attractive field of activity. Simultaneously, pho-
tovoltaic and solar systems are exposed to a number of environmental influences. The safety and economic efficiency 
of the solar modules depend to a large extent on professional maintenance and care. What are the systems‘ special 
requirements that the cleaning service providers need to satisfy? And which technology and equipment would be best 
suited to clean solar modules properly?

Cleaning Technology

The safety and economic efficiency of the solar modules depend to a large extent on professional maintenance and care. Photo: Unger
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tions - the manufacturer‘s instructions state that strong 
jets of water and cleaning fluids should not be used here.  
Before starting with the cleaning, it is important to deter-
mine the type and degree of soiling. This is because different  
weather influences, environmental conditions and the solar  
systems‘ structural conditions are responsible for very dif-
ferent types of contamination. Dust or dirt films, leaves 
and pollen, bird droppings or soot are deposited on the  
modules‘ surfaces, thereby reducing the direct incidence of 
sunlight. This reduces the system‘s yield. In addition, con-
tamination of the solar modules‘ frames and other com-
ponents, for example due to moss, have to be taken into  
account.

Take account of construction method and location
The construction and location of the photovoltaic and solar  
systems impacts the type of soiling. Especially with low  
inclination modules, there is a risk of dust and dirt not being 
washed off the surface by precipitation. Increased infestation 
of dirt, dust and soot particles is to be anticipated, in particular,  
for systems in agricultural areas or in the immediate vicini-
ty of industrial plants. The cleaning technology used and 
the cleaning frequency should be adapted accordingly. For 
new solar modules, initial cleaning is recommended no later 
than two years after system commissioning. The following 
intervals will depend on the type of soiling and the location.  
Depending on the size, type and location of the photovoltaic 
or solar system, service providers can work manually or use 
machines. The deployed technology determines which tools 
and cleaning agents should be used. Often, so as to avoid 
residues on the solar modules, the use of resin or reverse  
osmosis filters is advisable. It is also important to use only 
cleaning agents that are approved by the module manufac-
turers and are environmentally harmless.

Demineralised water protects solar systems
Cleaning with pure water is absolutely recommended, as it 
is one of the safest, quickest and most effective methods  
in professional solar cleaning. For safety reasons, and if  
conditions permit, cleaning should be done from the 
ground. With water-bearing telescopic poles, for instance 
from Unger‘s new Nlite series, even hard-to-reach places 
can be freed of dirt with ease. Sturdy yet lightweight poles, 
which allow cleaning at heights of up to 20 metres, make 
this possible, as well as the modulatable angle system. In 
combination with Unger‘s water-carrying Nlite Power brush, 
solar modules can be cleaned gently and thoroughly with 
pure water. Especially for free-standing photovoltaic and 
solar systems without a direct water connection, reliance 
on flexible filter systems for clean water cleaning is advised. 
Unger has developed special filter systems for professional  
solar cleaning with pure water: Here, for example, the Hydro-
power RO L filter, which guarantees rapid and professional  
cleaning with a pure water output of up to 400 litres  
per hour. Unger‘s Hydropower RO XXL trailer provides high 
flexibility in the production of pure water, in addition to 
simple transport to the place of use. 

The battery-operated trailer system, with reverse osmosis 
filter, holds 650 litres of water and, with two 100-metre-long 
hoses, ensures that photovoltaic and solar systems can 
be cleaned with pure water, even in remote locations that 
have no water connection. Cleaning professionals control  
the water flow via a control panel or remote control and 
control the water quantity, TDS value and battery voltage 
on the display.

Author: Stefan Koßmann, Senior Marketing 
Communications Specialist at Unger Germany

Cleaning Technology

With state-of-the-art clean water systems and water-carrying telescopic poles, users can clean PV modules  
particularly gently, efficiently and safely. Photo: Unger
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Trade report

New start for largest cleaning 
industry trade show in Italy

25th edition of ISSA Pulire Smart Show exceeded expectation

„We needed to give a sign of recovery to the industry,“  
comments Toni D‘Andrea, CEO of the ISSA Pulire network. 

„I believe, the fair was the best opportunity for a new start. 
The companies and businesses present believed in the  
project and created a memorable fair.“

The largest professional cleaning and sanitization industry 
trade show in Italy hosted to a complete range of machin ery, 
chemical products, equipment and components for profes-
sional cleaning and hygiene in indoor and outdoor spaces. 
Thirty years of experience at the service of the industry pro-
fessionals make ISSA Pulire a leading event in Europe, the 
show is part of the international network of events branded 
ISSA Pulire, which is supported by the associations ISSA 
and Afidamp. Nearly 300 exhibitors in over 12,000 square 
meter and 10,037 visitors, over 14 per cent of whom were  
foreigners. There was a definite sense of serenity in the aisles,  

finally being able to meet partners and customers again, 
but also to talk to new people with whom to build new busi-
ness opportunities. 

„Expectations were exceeded“ was the comment of the  
exhibitors, who were pleasantly surprised by the partici-
pation of Italian and foreign visitors. With the fair, the pro-
fessional cleaning sector wanted to leave the pandemic  
behind by presenting innovative solutions and products, 
many of which are the result of collaboration between insti-
tutions, universities, service companies and manufacturers. 

The next edition of ISSA Pulire will take place for the first 
time in Milan from 16 to 18 May 2023.

ISAA Pulire Network
20124 Milan/Italy

ISSA Pulire 2021 was the first international exhibition for the professional cleaning and disinfection sector after  
the start of the Covid-19 pandemic. Brought to you by Afidamp Servizi and ISSA, this event is the largest professional  
clean ing industry trade show in Italy. ISSA Pulire is an important meeting point for all cleaning professionals and a  
unique opportunity to start afresh together and discuss fundamental issues especially at this special moment.
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Exhibition Overview

Trade fairs 2022 / 2023
Date Trade fair / City Target group / Fair topic

10.05. – 13.05.2022 Interclean 
Amsterdam/Netherlands

Contract Cleaners

17.05. – 19.05.2022 Pflege Plus
Stuttgart/Germany 

Care and Nursing Industry

30.05. – 03.06.2022 Ifat 
Munich/Germany 

Waste Disposal and Waste Management

31.05. – 02.06.2022 Logimat 
Stuttgart/Germany 

Intralogistics

30.05. – 02.06.2022 Hannover Messe 
Hannover/Germany

Industrial Trade Fair

06.07. – 10.07.2022 IHM / Zukunft Handwerk 
Munich/Germany

Construction,Renovation, Refurbishment Fair

22.08. - 26.08.2022 ACHEMA 
Frankfurt/Germany

Chemistry, Pharma, Biotechnology, Energy and 
Environment

14.09. – 15.09.2022 ISSA Cleaning & Hygiene Expo 
Sydney/Australia

Contract Cleaners

14.09. – 17.09.2022 Galabau 
Nuremberg/Germany

Municipal Technology and Landscaping

20.09. - 23.09.2022 Innotrans
Berlin/Germany

Inernational Trade Fair for Transport Technology

20.09. - 25.09.2022 IAA Transportation 
Hannover/Germany

Commercial Vehicles

04.10. – 07.10.2022 Cleaning Show Romania
Bucharest/Romania

Contract Cleaners

10.10. – 13.10.2022 ISSA Show North America
Chicago/USA

Contract Cleaners

11.10. – 13.10.2022 Parts2clean
Stuttgart/Germany

Industrial Cleaning

18.10. – 19.10.2022 Instand
Stuttgart/Germany

Maintenance and Services

18.10. – 19.10.2022 Forum ISSA Pulire
Milan/Italy

Contract Cleaners

18.10. – 20.10.2022 Arbeitsschutz Aktuell
Stuttgart/Germany

Trade Fair for Occupational Health and Safety

24.10. – 30.10.2022 Bauma
Munich/Germany

Contract Cleaners

25.10. – 26.10.2022 BGM
Cologne/Germany

Occupational Health Management

05.11. - 09.11.2022 Alles für den Gast 
Salzburg/Austria

Gastronomy, Hotel and Catering Industry

14.11. – 17.11.2022 Medica
Duesseldorf/Germany

Hospital Management
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Exhibition Overview

Trade fairs 2022 / 2023
Date Trade fair / City Target group / Fair topic

16.11. – 18.11.2022 ISSA Pulire Clean Africa
Lagos/Nigeria

Contract Cleaners

22.11. – 24.11.2022 Cleanexpo
Moscow/Russia

Contract Cleaners

18.06. – 20.06.2023 Demopark
Eisenach/Germany

Municipal Technology and Landscaping

19.09. – 22.09.2023 CMS Berlin
Berlin/Germany

Trade Fair for Cleaning and Hygiene

24.10. – 27.10.2023 A+A
Duesseldorf/Germany

Occupational Safety, Ergonomics

03.02. - 07.02.2024 Intergastra
Stuttgart/Germany

Leading Trade Fair for the Hotel Industry 
and Gastronomy
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Booth 12.301



Co-located with Healthcare Cleaning Forum,
a global initiative for changing the view on 
hospital environmental hygiene.

intercleanshow.com

Organized by: Official media partner:

International
Connect with industry professionals 
from all over the world

Innovative
Evidence based innovations, applicable technology 
and knowledge to optimise e�ciency

Inclusive
Open for everyone and easy access to 
relevant connections

Interclean is a trade show created by and for 
the industry since 1967

CLEANING INNOVATION 
FOR EVERYONE
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